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Hastiin Begaye—CA 
 
 
Won   
Lost   
Points   
Ringer   
Ringer%   

6 
1 
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201 

64.01 

Riley Malino—CT 
 
Won   
Lost   
Points   
Ringer   
Ringer%   

3 
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31 

25.83 

Evelyn Espinola—CA 
 
 
Won   
Lost   
Points   
Ringer   
Ringer%   

Sarah Chaffee—WI 
 
Won   
Lost   
Points  
Ringer  
Ringer%   

5 
0 

207 
110 

88.71% 



 

 

World Champions 
M

en
 

W
o

m
en

 

15 
0 

628 
644 

87.26 

Alan Francis—OH 
 
 
Won   
Lost   
Points   
Ringer   
Ringer%   

13 
2 

584 
723 

75.16 

Joan Elmore—TN 
 
 
Won   
Lost   
Points   
Ringer   
Ringer%   

Picture courtesy of Billy Weeks 
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Jacob Fimbres—AZ 
 
 
Won   
Lost   
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Ronald LeGrand—MO 
 
 
Won  
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Sheila Shepard—CO 
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Mel Yockstick—CO 
 

Mel “The Stat Man” has pitched in the Denver 
Metro Horseshoe League for 47 years. He has 
compiled and published Colorado stats and 
history for 40 years and has contributed sig-
nificantly as the NHPA Statistician by making 
key statistics and historical information availa-
ble on the NHPA website. 

Aleena Lapek—WI 
 

Alena was the NHPA Junior Director from 2012 to 
2019. She was a constant promoter of the junior 
division and the pitcher’s loved her. She made the 
WT experience fun for all skill levels. She started the 
first social media page for Cadets and Juniors and 
continues to encourage participation for those of all 
ages. 
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Kurt Whaley—SD 
 

Kurt has impacted our sport as much as any 
person in NHPA history as the author of HSMas-
ter, HSScorekeeper, and eShoe. HSMaster is 
now fully integrated with eShoe making mem-
bership and averages easy to update/track. 

Mel Yockstick—CO 
 

As NHPA World Statistician, Mel researched and docu-
mented charts and lists of accomplishments about the 
World Tournament. He coordinated getting the data 
placed on the NHPA Webpage including the World Tour-
nament Participation file for all NHPA pitchers. 



 

 

2020/2021 Awards 

Hall of Fame 

Sheila Sheppard—CO 
 

Sheila has been a member of the NHPA for over 30 years 
and has participated in 16 World Tournaments including 
15 Championship Finals. She was in the Women’s Champi-
onship Finals 4 times and has been in the Senior Women’s 
Championship Finals 11 times. In the Senior Women’s 
Championship Finals, she has won the World Champion-
ship 7 times, placed second 3 times and third 1 time. Her 
combined ringer percentage for those 11 events is 71.13%. 
Sheila has been the Colorado Women’s State Champion 11 
times. She has been a member of a team that participated 
in the NHPA National Sanctioned League Championship 
Tournament 10 times with one 1st place finish and six 2nd 
place finishes. She has participated six times in the Team 
World Tournament in Beloit, WI and her team won the 
event 4 times, placed second 1 time, and has participated 
in the ladder finals every year she was there. She has been 
the CHPA Tournament Director for 84 tournaments from 
1997-2019 and the CHPA State Secretary from 2002-2019.  
 
Sheila was inducted into the Colorado Hall of 
Fame in 2006 for her pitching excellence. 

                     John Lindmeier—IL 
 
Received by Rich Hardt, grandson of John Lindmeier 
 
John was an avid horseshoe pitcher for many years 
but was only able to qualify into the World Tourna-
ment Men’s Championship classes eight times during 
a period from 1946 thru 1960. That was in the days of 
onsite qualifying and a person raising a family could 
not always make that trip just for the opportunity to 
try and qualify into a 36-person class Championship 
Class. In his 8 appearances in the Championship Class, 
he did place in the top ten 5 of those years. His two 
highest finishes were a 4th place in 1953 and 5th in 
1951. His combined ringer percentage for those 8 ap-
pearances was 73.63%. John was elected the NHPA 
2nd Vice President in 1951. Being from Illinois, John 
was able to appear on the Chicago TV series Pitching 
Championship Horseshoes five times. He won the 
gold horseshoe 4 times. 
 

2020 
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Stuart Sipma—ND 
 

Stu has been very active in Bismarck’s horseshoe or-
ganization serving in many leadership roles including 
President and Board of Directors. He is a strong recruit-
er of new pitchers and was instrumental in bringing the 
World Tournament to Bishop in 2000. He was the over-
all coordinator of the WT which was very successful. In 
2003 he became the NHPA 5 th VP and worked with 
the Rules and By-Laws committees helping to update 
and change both documents. Stu became the NHPA 
President in 2010 and remained there till 2021. Under 
his leadership, the NHPA progressed in many ways 
some of which include, adopting HSMaster as the offi-
cial Stat program, the implement of electronic scoring 
at the WT using HSScorekeeper, introduction of camer-
as making parts of the WT visible on the NHPA 
webpage, updating the webpage, and the introduction 
and implementation of the powerful software eShoe. 
The eShoe program has brought the NHPA into the 
modern era of both membership and stat tracking. Stu 
received NHPA Stokes Memorial Award in 2008 and 
was inducted into North Dakota’s HOF in 2003. 

Glenn Anderson—IL 
 
Glenn qualified for the Men’s Champi-
onship Class nine time from 1950 to 
1958. He pitched against the large 
group of great 1950’s pitchers and had 
a winning record seven times. His WT 
average was 72.14% and he won 161 
games. He was very active in the Illi-
nois and Midwest areas. His life was 
cut short by an auto accident which 
ended his WT string of qualifying rounds. 

 
Charles Bobbitt—OH 

 
Charles only pitched in two World Tour-
naments as far as records show finishing 
2nd in the summer of 1920 and winning 
the World Championship in 1921. He 
may have pitched in other events in the 
19 teens which may have been pitched 
and the data lost, or they may not have 
occurred. He had a record of 35 and 1 
with 799 ringers to finish 2nd In 1920. 
Charles won the WT with a 20-1 record 
and 439 ringers in 1921. The win loss 
record in deceiving because the winner 
was determined using total points. This 
was the last year for that process and 
was also his last WT. It is believed that he pitched in several Ohio 
Championships.  
 
He was elected to the Ohio HOF in 1979. 

2021 



 

 

HALL OF FAME 
by Vicki Winston 

 
Hello everyone.  I am writing this after returning home from my visit to the World Tournament in 
Winnemucca, NV.  Winnemucca is just a little over 1,500 miles from my back door, so it was 
quite a drive for me, since I was alone.  However, I made it as easy on myself as I could and took 
3 days each way and had a safe trip.  I hope those who drove much longer distances also had safe 
travels.  There were folks from much further east than I am who drove.  The New England States 
and Florida are just a few locations from which people drove.   
 
Congratulations to all of the 2021 World Champions, even if I don’t mention you by name.  The 
first weekend, Missouri almost had a Junior Boys World Champ, but Leon Wolken fell a few 
points short.  We do have the new Elders Champ.  Congratulations to Ron LeGrand.  I do want to 
especially congratulate Joan Elmore on her Women’s Championship, because this is her 10th title 
and places her in a tie with me for a record I’ve held since 1981.  Forty years is a long time and I 
am still a co-holder of that record.  Joan is going to have to win another one before she can own it 
by herself and I have no doubt that she will set her sights on that.  Records are made to be broken, 
so good luck to her.  I think she might have a better chance of doing that than anyone will ever have in breaking the record that 
Alan Francis holds and continues to add to almost every year.  If I am counting correctly, this year makes 25 Men’s World 
Championships for Alan.  In case you don’t know, he’s a product of Missouri and only moved to Ohio after he got acquainted 
with Amy.  We still take credit for all that we taught him while he was here.  Ha!  
 
I did not attend the annual NHPA Convention, as I was not a delegate, so made it a little easier on myself, as Sunday is always a 
busy day.  I did attend the 2:00 p.m. NHPA non-denominational chapel service.  We missed our NHPA Chaplain, Ken Heinritz, 
who was at home helping his wife who is undergoing cancer treatments.  However, Russ Phillips and his assistants did a fine job 
in substituting for Ken and we also enjoyed the beautiful voice of Amy Francis again as she shared a message in song.  If 
you’ve never been to a chapel service, but heard Amy’s rendition of the National Anthem this year at the courts, then you will 
know about Amy’s beautiful voice and what you have missed at many NHPA chapel services through the years. 
 
Sunday evening was topped off by a wonderful banquet and the NHPA was able to hand out all of the special awards for the 
past two years, since there was no World Tournament or Banquet in 2020.  I was privileged to officiate during the Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremonies, where we honored Sheila Shepard and John Lindmeier as the inductees from 2020.  Sheila was present, 
but John has been deceased for many years and his plaque is being delivered to a grandson, who lives in the Kansas City area.  
The 2021 inductees are Glenn Anderson, Charles Bobbitt and Stuart Sipma.  Glenn Anderson has been deceased for many years 
and his plaque was taken to the Illinois HOF until such time as some distant relative might be located.  Glenn was not married 
and did not have any children.  Charles Bobbitt has been deceased for many years and his plaque was taken to the Ohio Hall of 
Fame, until such time as a descendant might be located.  Stuart Sipma was there in person and accepted his plaque after his son, 
Justin, had given his induction speech.  Please note:  We are still looking for a photo of Harry G. Haynes (Ohio) and John 
Lindmeier (Illinois).  If anyone can help us with locating a photo from the past, it would be very much appreciated.  A 
group photo was taken of Hall of Fame members before the auction began.  Our group photo seems to have fewer people in it 
each year.  The location of the World Tournament may sometimes have something to do with that, but we continue to lose peo-
ple that are on the list.  Father Time does not take any days off.  
 
Following the close of the Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and all of the serious business of the evening, an auction of some 
donated items was held for the benefit of the NHPF.  The bidding was spirited and often humorous.  It’s always good to end the 
banquet and program with a little fun.  Thanks to everyone who helped out the NHPF and often kept us laughing. 
 
On Tuesday of the second week of the tournament, I was able to hold meetings with Hall of Fame Committee members who 
were in Winnemucca.  It was quite unusual to actually have 11 of the 15 committee members present.  I held a short meeting 
with some members who were pitching while the first meeting was being held.  There are always HOF committee members 
pitching in every shift during the day.  It was good to meet in person with the committee again.  That hasn’t happened since 
2018.  There were a few suggestions that we feel might be worthy of further discussion and I will be writing those up and pre-
senting them to the entire committee via e-mail for their thoughts and input.  My work isn’t done.  I will notify you in a future 
article if the HOF Committee makes any changes in our procedures. 
 
  



 

 

(Continued…) 
 
My visit to Winnemucca was also sort of a family reunion.  My brother and his wife, Barry and Barbara Chapelle (Portland, 
OR) attended the tournament for a few days also and Barry pitched the first 3 days of the second week.  They also celebrated 
their 58th wedding anniversary while in Winnemucca.  I hadn’t seen them since the tournament in Florence, SC in 2018.  My 
oldest son, Keith, and his companion, Deb, (Desert Hot Springs, CA) camped for 3 nights at the fairgrounds on their way to 
Nebraska.  The five of us got some visiting done and also were able to have a nice dinner together one evening.  It was also 
good to see many friends I’ve known for a long time and to also make a few new acquaintances during the 6 days I spent at the 
tournament.  It was nice to see Walter Ray’s mother, Esther Williams, and one day I met Jesse Gonzales as he and his daughter 
were heading for an exit.  We had a nice little visit.  Those were people from days gone by.  A person just never knows who 
they might see at a World Tournament.  Perhaps that’s partly what keeps some people coming back whenever possible.  Our 
horseshoe family contains many people who are special to us, especially if we’ve been around for awhile. 
 
Don’t know what the next year will bring, but I’ve picked up information from the booth that Monroe, LA had set up.  That one 
will be closer to me than Winnemucca.  A lot of days have to come and go before it’s time to be making plans for that one.  
However, it’s not too early to be sending in Hall of Fame Nominations for 2022.  The deadline for those is January 31, 2022, but 
it’s good to get them in ahead of that time.  The HOF Committee can’t elect people to the Hall of Fame if they aren’t nominated.  
A nomination form is available on the HOF link of the NHPA website.  Any NHPA member or sanctioned NHPA club can sub-
mit a nomination.  Nominations sent via e-mail are not permitted.  
 
That’s all for this time.  Stay well and if you’ve never gotten the Covid vaccine, what are you waiting for?  We don’t want to 
lose anymore horseshoe pitchers or members of their families!!   
 
Vicki 

Picture courtesy of Billy Weeks 
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Ron Smith—LA 
 

Ron led the crews in WT setup 2011-2017, 
assisted the Special Olympics in LA to teach 
children to pitch horseshoes, and supports 
the Cajun Horseshoe Pitchers Association. 

Pep Plummer—ID 
 

Pep has been an active participant since joining the 
NHPA. He has served faithfully as the Idaho Regional 
Director and helped in court setup for all WT’s since 
2013 except New York. 
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Kay Keskinen—ID 

 
Kay has promoted horseshoe pitching 
throughout the state of Idaho and worked 
with the city of Moscow to get courts built. 
She was the assistant editor of the Idaho 
Newsletter in 2011 and took over as editor in 
2014. She enhances the Idaho webpage and 
is an outstanding asset to the Idaho charter. 
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Steve Gibson—UT 
 

Steve played a significant role in providing an alterna-
tive to in-person pitching which allowed horseshoe 
pitchers around the globe to pitch horseshoes online 
using mobile technologies. He worked jointly with the 
NHPA leadership to assist in developing a sanctioned on
-line tournament format for interested pitchers. 
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Fred Lane—WI 
 

Fred joined the NHPA in 2015, became the 
Wisconsin State Charter’s Director of Pub-
licity in 2016, organized a new horseshoe 
club in Stevens Point and spearheaded a 
bid to host the World Tournament. He ran 
the IT setup and oversaw the electronic 
portion of the WT statroom. 

Nick Blank—NE 
 

Nick took over the Greater Omaha Horseshoe League in 
2016 where he is also the Secretary and Treasurer. He 
keeps stats for four leagues which has a complicated 
doubles system of play. He is constantly recruiting new 
members and even throws the end of the year party. 
He es an excellent league director who loves his job. 
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Idaho 
 
 

32% growth from 2018 to 
2019 
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Arizona 
 
 

32% growth from 2018 to 
2019 
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New Jersey 
 
 

40.35% growth from 2019 
to 2020 

NHPA Perfect Games 
2020-2021 

 
 

8/12/2020 Alan Francis OH Mail-In  30 
8/12/2020 Alan Francis OH Mail-In  30 
9/30/2020 Maxine Griffith TN Mail-In  40 
10/9/2020 Ken Fraser NY Shop-Online 20 
10/24/2020 Sue Laughlin NY Shop-Online 20 
11/14/2020 Marlene Ray TN Mail-In  40 
11/16/2020 Raymond Bedard MA David Rioux 22 
6/6/2021 Alan Francis OH Ocie Holloway 16 
6/24/2021 Karen Graham NY Shop-Online 20 
 



 

 

If you want to enjoy some awesome pitchers and some great competition at the World Tournament, 
you don’t want to miss out on watching the Cadets Girls, Cadet Boys, Junior Girls and Junior Boys! 
The future leaders of the NHPA are growing up before our eyes as they lead the way in each of their 
divisions. Without exception, the top ringer % pitchers in each of the divisions was the division 
champion. 
 
Cadet Girls—Even with a small group in this division, Evelyn Espinola (CA) dominated the Cadet Girls 
competition. She averaged 25.83% with Mackenzie Rasmussen (MN) coming in 2nd. 
 
Cadet Boys—Hastiin Begaye (CA) easily captured this division with his high game of 93.75% vs. Ian 
Allen (CA). There were only 10 points scored against Hastiin in the Championship division. With an 
average of 81.67% in the Cadet division, it was an easy trail to the first place victory. Hastiin will be a 
new addition to the Junior Boys division in 2022 and will be ready to compete with his new challeng-
ers in that division. 
 
Junior Girls—One of the most exciting pitchers in the World Tournament this year was Junior Girl 
Sarah Chaffee (WI). With an entry average of 87.78%, Sarah exceeded that by pitching 88.71% for 
the Championship division. There were only 7 points scored against Sarah during the Championship 
competition. Sarah finished the World Tournament with the highest overall ringer % of the tourna-
ment. She brought excitement into the pitching area by pitching a perfect 20 shoe game vs Lily 
Strong (GA) 42-0. She missed another perfect game by only throwing 13 of 14 ringer shoes vs. Lillyan 
Kildahl (WI). Sarah has jumped ahead to join the Women’s Division for 2022 and will bring a young 
challenge to her new division. We are looking forward to another strong year of competition with 
the new addition in 2022.  
 
Junior Boys—Riley Malino (CT) led the field with 64.01% for the Championship division, but the high 
percentage game for the division came from Leon Wolken (MO) vs. Warren Highley (MO) with 70% 

Hastiin Begaye—CA Sarah Chaffee—WI 



 

 

Cadet Boys Champions 



 

 

Cadet Girls Champions 



 

 

Junior Boy’s Champions 



 

 

Junior Girl’s Champions 



 

 

Men’s Champions 



 

 

One of the biggest challenges of the World Tournament is to figure out how to stop the winningest 
athlete in the world, Alan Francis (OH)! 
 
Alan came in with 85.17% ringers and finished with 87.26% with Dan Watson (AL) in 2nd (76.20%), 
Tyler Howard (KY) 3rd (73.19%) and Gary Bearpaw (OK) 4th (75.23%). The top 4 ringer %’s in the di-
vision captured the top 4 spots. 
 
Alan continued his dominating horseshoe pitching by winning his 25th World Tournament with a 15-
0 record. He was the only person in the championship class pitching games above 90%, which he did 
5 times: 95.45% vs. Jerry Dean (MD), 94.12% vs. Tom Williams (MI), 93.75% vs. Gale Greene (VT), 
92.86% vs. Austin Bailey (IL), and 92.5% vs. Walter Ray Williams (FL). 
 
One of the most competitive games in the division was with Alan Francis (OH) and Gary Bearpaw 
(OK). Gary finished with 82.29% against Alan’s 84.38% in a 41-34 loss to Alan. It was the closest that 
anyone came to giving a loss to Alan. 

25 World Titles 

Alan Francis 



 

 

Women’s Champions 



 

 

Joan Elmore (TN) had her goal set on adding her 10th World Championship this year and she accom-
plished her goal!  
 
Even with a 75.16% ringer average for the Championship class, competition was tough. Joan’s two 
losses came at the great pitching from Amy Francis (OH) (39-41) and from Jennifer Gegg (MO) (11-
41) with Jennifer hitting 80% ringers in the win. 
 
The longest game in the division was in the match between Joan Elmore and Theresa Howe that 
went 112 shoes before 40 points was reached. 
 
The high game, however, came from Shalee Cason (FL) who pitched 94.44% when pitching against 
Aleena Lepak (WI). 
 
The Women’s division was one of the strongest divisions with the number of pitchers with high ring-
er percentage games. (There were 23 games that were 80% or higher.) 

Joan Elmore—2021 World Women’s Champion 



 

 

Senior Men’s Champions 



 

 

The Senior Men Division provided some great competition as well. Jacob Fimbres (AZ) led the field of 
pitchers with 66.23% ringer percentage and ended with an 11-1 record. Jacob’s only loss came in his 
game against NHPA president elect Gary Roberts (OH), who finished second in the division ahead of 
Raymond Bedard (MA). Jacob and Raymond Bedard gave Gary Roberts his only two losses in the di-
vision as well. 
 
Jacob was on top of his game as a no-step pitcher with 4 of his 12 games above 70% ringers. He 
pitched 75% against Gary Roberts, 74% against Isaiah Lee (AZ), 73.91% pitching against Steven Gib-
son (UT) and 71.43 against David Mallory (OK). 
 
The only other 70% games were pitched by Gary Roberts (OH) vs. Isaiah Lee (AZ) and David Mallory 
(OK) against Carroll Heaton (UT). 



 

 

Senior Women’s Champions 



 

 

Sheila Shepard (CO) added to her horseshoe pitching history by securing her 8th World Tournament 
Championship. Sheila pitched 55.26% for the Senior Women Division and ended with a 6-1 record. 
Her single loss came from Diane Luiz (CA). Sheila did not pitch her normal percentage that game 
with 37.5% and lost to Diane Luiz 43.75% with a 24-40 ending score. 
 
Sheila had the high game of the division with 75% against Laurie Lampkin (KY). She also pitched 
70.59% against Sharon Chiddister (IN). There was another 75% game pitched by Diane Luiz (CA) who 
ended with 2nd in the division ahead of Denise Haye (MO). Her 75% game came against Helen 
Laumbach (NM). 

8 times World Champion 
Sheila Shepard 

Francis family picture with Alan, Amy 
and Alex 

2021 NHPA Officers...Preparing to 
hand out trophies and prize money 



 

 

Elder’s Champions 



 

 

Joan Elmore (TN) had her goal set on adding her 10th World Championship this year and she accom-
plished her goal!  
 
Even with a 75.16% ringer average for the Championship class, competition was tough. Joan’s two 
losses came at the great pitching from Amy Francis (39-41) and from Jennifer Gegg. 
 
A great example of the competition came in the match between Shalee Cason (FL) and Jennifer Gegg 
(MO). It was a battle that went back and forth throughout the game with Shalee leading 9-7 after 18 
shoes. Shalee jumped out well on her way to the 40 point game and was leading 27-7 after 32 shoes. 
Gegg began the comeback by throwing 14 of her next 18 shoe as ringers, bringing her within 7 
points of Cason. The single points made the difference with Shalee getting 7 single points with her 
ringers to Gegg’s 3 points to her ringers. Shalee Cason defeated Jennifer Gegg 40-36 with both com-
petitors pitching 68.06% ringers. It was an awesome game to watch! 
 
The Women’s Division was a fun one to watch with lots of close games and a number of new pitch-
ers making the Championship class for the first time. The next World Tournament should be another 
great year! 
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Class Results 

Winnemucca Event Center...Site of the 2021 World Horseshoe Prelim Tournament 
and  

2021 World Championship Horseshoe Pitching Tournament 


